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A SAD GREETING. 


It was a very different sort of May issue we 
had planned. But as all the world now knows, 
our beautiful city of San Francisco has been 
wiped out of existence. The editor has been 
able to confer with but one member of the pub- 
lication committee and a few of the delegates 
living in Oakland, and these have authorized 
the bringing out of this number in its present 
form. There is not a business house of any 
sort left standing in San Francisco—no paper 
house and no printer—so this number is printed 
in Oakland. The mailing list of the JOUR- 
NAL has also vanished, so that many ex- 
changes and subscribers will not at once re- 
ceive this issue. However, enough copies will 
be printed to supply all regular recipients in 
the course of time. We would respectfully re- 
quest other journals to copy this statement and 
also say that no sample copies will be sent out. 
The present address of the JOURNAL, or 
rather of the editor, for the JOURNAL office 
is beneath the editorial hat, which was almost 
his only possession not destroyed, is 1230 Tel- 
egraph avenue, care Dr. Frank Adams, Oak- 
land, California. Correspondents are respect- 


fully warned, however, that their letters may 
not be answered immediately, for almost all 
typewriters have been destroyed and the 
whereabouts of our stenographer is an un- 
known quantity. 


$3.00 A YEAR 


THREATENED LIBEL SUIT. 


On April 14th we received a long telegram 
from Seabury & Johnson, threatening libel suit 
if we did not “retract” a statement made in the 
April issue to the effect that their house held 
membership in the Proprietary Association of 
America, that Johnson & Johnson did not and 
that we should give our support to the latter 
concern. On January 4th we received a letter 
from them in which they did not deny their 
membership in the Association representing so 
much of the “Great American Fraud,” so we 
did not know they had resigned prior to April 
first. The question was submitted to the | 
Council on April 16th, together with some 
editorial comment which was not in the nature 
of a retraction. The Council unanimously de- 
cided to publish all the correspondence be- 
tween ourselves and Seabury & Johnson, to- 
gether with the editorial matter submitted, and 
let them do whatever they chose. However, as 
the correspondence and the editorials, together 
with everything else the society owned except 
the account books, have gone up in smoke, we 
can only suggest to Seabury & Johnson that 
they go ahead and sue, and if they get a judg- 
ment perhaps the courts will allow them to at- 


tach the smoke yet hovering like a pall over 
what was once our property. 
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FUTURE ISSUES. 


We desire to get out this May issue in its 
sadly abbreviated shape in order to let all 
whom it may concern know that while we are 
now sitting on the ashes of our former prop- 
erty and have nothing but a pencil, a piece of 
paper and some credit, the spirit of the physi- 
cians of California is in no wise daunted. 
When the JOURNAL was born, we were told 
that it could not live; but it throve and waxed 
lusty. Shall we allow the “devil on two sticks” 
to do what human scheming could not do—stop 
us? Hardly! As there will be a newer and a 
better and more beautiful San Francisco, so 
there will rise, Phoenix-like, we trust, a better 
and a more useful CALIFORNIA STATE 
JOURNAL OF MEDICINE. But we must 
needs ask your patience, for our troubles are 
mighty, and while they do not crush us, they 
weigh heavily. The June number will not be 
issued until it can come out in regular size and 
garb. 


TO OUR ADVERTISERS. 


All the world has extended its sympathy and 
its aid to stricken California, and never has 
general human sympathy been more gratefully 
received. Now is the time for our out-of- 
California advertisers to aid our society and its 
JOURNAL. We shall need every penny we 
can secure in the rebuilding of our JOURNAL 
and we ask you, gentlemen all, not to take cog- 
nizance of the fact that no advertising pages 
appear in this issue, but to allow us to charge 
you with the regular charge for your monthly 
advertising space. Your courtesy in so doing 
will be highly appreciated and we will en- 
deavor in future issues to acknowledge your 
courtesy and your contribution to the relief of 
California, its State Medical Society and its 
STATE JOURNAL OF MEDICINE. If this 
is your pleasure, please so advise the editor. 


SEMI-CENTENNIAL MEETING. 


Undoubtedly the annual meeting of the Med- 
ical Society of the State of California for 1906 
—its semi-centennial—will remain forever the 
one most generally remembered. The registra- 
tion book unfortunately is not at hand—one 
can only say that it once existed—but it is 
known that about four p. m. on Tuesday, April 
17th, the first day of the session, nearly 300 
members had registered. The program was 
unusually good; at least one copy is known to 
exist, and there may be others. The general 
session in the morning was well attended, the 
principal subject of interest being the report of 
the various members of the Board of Exam- 
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iners. It seemed to be apparent that the ad- 
ministration of the present law was working 
satisfactorily in improving the standards of 
medical schools and in keeping out poorly qual- 
ified graduates. 

In the afternoon four sections were in ses- 
sion: Surgery, Medicine, Urology and Derma- 
tology, and Eye, Ear, Nose and Throat. The 
full programs in these sections nicely filled out 
the afternoon. In the evening the House of 
Delegates met and devoted its time to hearing 
reports and to a considerable discussion of the 
fee for insurance (life, not fire) examinations. 
The minutes of this session, together with the 
reports handed in, are not destroyed, but are 
somewhere near the Cliff House, and event- 
ually will be published. 

Everything promised an unusually harmo- 
nious and profitable meeting. Unfortunately 
our plans were not well adapted to those of the 
remainder of the universe. At 5:14:48 on the 
morning of the 18th, the city was wrecked by 
an earthquake which lasted but 48 seconds. 
This, to those in other places, is now but an- 
cient history, but to those of us who went 
through that and all the following days of hor- 
ror, it will never become ancient. Fire broke 
out in unnumbered places, immediately after 
the shock, and as nearly all the water supply 
mains had been broken, what the shock began 
the fire completed. 

Shortly after 9:30 a. m. on Wednesday, the 
President, Dr. R. F. Rooney, the Secretary, Dr. 
Philip Miller Jones, and Drs. Jas. H. Parkinson 
and H. Bert. Ellis gathered on the steps of the 
wrecked Y. M. C. A. building and declared the 
Society adjourned sine die. The Secretary 
made three trips to the office, on the third floor, 
and saved the account books, minutes of the 
Council and minutes of the House of Dele- 
gates, together with some miscellaneous papers 
hastily gathered together. All advertising con- 
tracts, current vouchers, etc., are in a safe 
deposit vault, perfectly intact. When or where 
the next meeting of the Society will be held, 
no one knows; probably a meeting of the dele- 
gates will be called in due time. Even the 
whereabouts of the President, Dr. Rooney, are 
unknown to the Secretary. 

Some buildings were burning fiercely within 
fifteen minutes after the shock, and within 
twelve hours one-half the city was a solid mass 
of fire. So fast did it spread that the fire raged 
as fiercely, seemingly, for blocks behind the 
fire line as it did immediately in the zone of 
devastation. In places it spread so fast that 
those escaping were caught and had to abandon 
the few effects they were endeavoring to re- 
move. In the streets on the hills which were 
considered safe, whole train loads of personal 
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effects and household goods were burned. 

It is in considering the small personal things 
that the absoluteness of destruction makes it- 
self felt. One’s bunch of keys, for instance. 
The office-building key—throw it away, the 
building is no more, and so the office key, and 
the desk, and the office closet. Next comes the 
house-door key—it, too, is useless, as well as 
the trunk keys. The club keys, too, can go, for 
the clubs are gone already. Shall I telephone? 
There is no such thing! Would I have a glass 
of water? In more than four-fifths of the city 
there is not a drop. On every side there is 
nothing but burned ruin and torn and twisted 
streets. Yet already are plans for rebuilding 
made; tracks for removing debris are laid into 
the heart of the ruin, and later, materials for 
the construction of a new heart of a new San 
Francisco will be brought in on them. 


HELP NEEDED. 


Several hundreds of physicians have lost all 
that they had in the shape of office equipment 
as well as, in many instances, their personal 
effects. The large number of people who have 
left the city, together with the inability of those 
who remain to locate their former physicians, 
will cause much distress. From the Secretary 
of the A. M. A. has come a welcome word of 
sympathy and assurance that aid will be se- 
cured. From Dr. Frank C. Todd has come a 
telegram to Dr. H. Bert. Ellis offering aid from 
the physicians of Minneapolis, and from Dr. 
J. N. McCormack has come a telegram author- 
izing the Secretary to draw on him for funds. 
All are gratefully acknowledged. Such funds 
as may be raised had best be sent to Dr. Frank 
Adams, 1230 Telegraph avenue, Oakland, an 
ex-President of the State Society, as the offi- 
cers of the County Society have not yet been 
reached. Those who aid in this relief may rest 
assured that their contributions will be grate- 
fully received and carefully expended. Dona- 
tions of minor instruments and office necessi- 
ties may also be sent and will be of value in 
helping to start some of the victims of our 
disaster. 


Since the foregoing paragraph was written 
word has reached us that subscriptions are be- 
ing collected in Chicago, New York, Brooklyn, 
St. Louis and other cities, and that the Journal 
of the A. M. A. has offered to receive and trans- 
mit subscriptions. The widely scattered phy- 
sicians of San Francisco are being slowly locat- 
ed, and it is hoped that a meeting may soon be 
called at which plans for properly distributing 
the funds collected may be discussed and ar- 
ranged. It has been suggested that all money 
advanced be in the nature of loans, to be repaid 
when possible, and that the sums thus repaid b© 
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put into a fund for reforming the library of the 
County Medical Society, which, of course, was 
totally destroyed. This is, of course, merely a 
suggestion, but on first consideration it seems 
to be a good one. As it will take time to ar- 
range the details and as no time should be lost 
in remitting such sums as may be collected for 
this work, payments should be sent to Dr. 


Frank Adams as soon as possible. 


THE REAL SUFFERERS. 


Probably those who will feel the distress of 
the recent catastrophe most keenly are the 
members of the professions, and _ especially 
physicians and dentists. Most of these have 
limited incomes and most live up to them and 
have little, if anything, saved. The very poor 
are cared for now and will be, in all probability, 
until work is provided for them. The rich can 
provide for themselves, and do not call for our 
sympathy or our aid. But the professional 
man who has lost his all—his books, his office 
equipment, his instruments and his home—can 
hardly be placed in either of these classes. At 
the time of writing many physicians, taking no 
thought for themselves, are serving gratuitous- 
ly and without hope of reward in the sanitary 
work of the city, and their immediate bodily 
wants are supplied. But as conditions settle 
down more and more to the normal their serv- 
ices will not be required, and in time they will 
suffer want. Many of them could re-establish 
themselves in time had they the necessary out- 
fit, but all their equipment is gone. If every 
medical society in the country would make but 
a small contribution, and if every doctor who 
has instruments that he does not need, or office 
equipment that he can do without, would send 
them to his brother physicians in California, 
much distress will be alleviated. We do not 
ask for charity, but for that aid which will help 
men to help themselves. 


STATE SOCIETY. 


For the State Society we ask nothing. We 
began with nothing and hardly any advertisers 
that thought the JOURNAL would live a year. 
We are infinitely better off now that we have 
to make a second start, for we have a number of 
advertisers who believe in our work and in our 
future. Growth after this second incarnation, 
following a fiery germination, will be hard, but 
much easier than our first. Some of our ad- 
vertisers still owe us money, and we will ask 
all of these to settle their accounts as quickly 
as possible. 
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OUR POLICY. 


For nearly three years there has been no is- 
sue of the JOURNAL which did not contain 
some reference to the nostrum evil,.and we can- 
not allow this sadly abbreviated issue to go to 
press without comment on that nasty business. 
Presumably there were many participators in 
the nostrum business who rejoiced to think that 
we were wiped out. If so their joy will b> but 
short lived, for our policy will be unchanged. 
We expect to keep on fighting the nostrum 
graft and its detail nuisances just so long 
as we exist, or at any rate during the lifetime 
and control of the present editor and publica- 
tion committee. Unfortunately, they have all 
survived the shock and the fire. We are bat- 
tered and bruised and burned, but consoled 
with the thought that no part of our injuries 
came from the attacks of the “Great American 
Fraud,” and that we have quite as much, or 
even a little bit more, than when we began to 
tell unpleasant truths. Be not elated, we shall 
continue. 


BUSINESS OF THE SOCIETY. 


When the session was adjourned on April 
18th, it was understood that the President 
would call a meeting of the House of Delegates 
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at some subsequent time for the election of of- 
ficers and the transaction of business. At the 
present time such a meeting would be out of 
the question, but doubtless within three months 
it will be possible to secure the attendance of 
a quorum, and due notice will be given. For 
the first time in three years the secretary is un- 
able to answer correspondents concerning the 
affairs of the society. He hopes, however, to 
be able to attend to all such matters in the 
course of the next six weeks. Be just a little 
patient, put away the “kicks” for just a little 
while, and our machinery will again be in op-— 
eration. We are doing our mortal best to 
straighten out the tangle, and we ask you to 
help us by extending your patience and -your 
consideration. 


SEND IN YOUR PAPER. 


When the JOURNAL resumes in its regular 
form we shall need contributions. We there- 
fore ask all authors of papers, read or to have 
been read at the last meeting, to mail them as 
soon as possible to the editor, Dr. Philip Mills 
Jones, care Dr. Frank Adams, 1230 Telegraph 
avenue, Oakland. 
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